
Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:
ORDINANCE 2011-559
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING MOST OF CHAPTER 620 (WEAPONS AND FIREARMS), ORDINANCE CODE, AND PLACING SAID CHAPTER IN “RESERVED” STATUS SO AS TO COMPLY WITH SECTION 790.33, FLORIDA STATUTES; RENUMBERING SECTION 620.109 (USE OF LASER POINTERS) AS SECTION 614.121 IN CHAPTER 614 (PUBLIC ORDER AND SAFETY); DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO NOTIFY MUNICODE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Section 790.33, Florida Statutes, was amended by the 2011 Legislature to reassert the Florida Legislature’s intent to occupy the whole field of the regulation of firearms and ammunition, including the purchase, sale, transfer, taxation, manufacture, ownership, possession, storage, and transportation thereof, to the exclusion of all existing and future county, city, town, or municipal ordinances or any administrative regulations or rules adopted by local or state government relating thereto, and;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 790.33, Florida Statutes, all ordinances and regulations which have been enacted by any jurisdiction other than state and federal which regulate firearms, ammunition or components thereof are null and void; and

WHEREAS, Section 790.33, Florida Statutes, imposes significant penalties on a local government and its officials which enact or cause to be enforced any local ordinance or administrative rule or regulation which impinges upon the State’s exclusive occupation of the field of firearms regulation; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of Chapter 620 (Weapons and Firearms), Ordinance Code, which purport to regulate firearms, are inconsistent with and have been preempted by Section 790.33, Florida Statutes; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Chapter 620 (Weapons and Firearms), Ordinance Code, repealed except as to Section 620.019 (Use of laser pointers). Chapter 620 (Weapons and Firearms), Ordinance Code, with the exception of Section 620.109, is hereby repealed in its entirety and is placed in “Reserved” status. A copy of Chapter 620 is on file with the Legislative Services Division.
Section 2.

Section 620.109 (Use of laser pointers) renumbered.
Section 620.109 (Use of laser pointers) of Chapter 620 (Weapons and Firearms), Ordinance Code, is renumbered as Section 614.121 (Use of laser pointers) of Chapter 614 (Public Order and Safety), Ordinance Code.
Section 3.

Directing the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this Legislation to Municode.
The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to forward this legislation to Municode, instructing the editors of Municode to include an editor’s note indicating that Section 614.121 is former Section 620.109.
Section 4.
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature. 
Form Approved:

   /s/  James R. McCain, Jr. 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: James R. McCain, Jr.
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